
  November 2013 eNewsletter 

 
 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbours, 
 
Many of you have written or spoken to me about the ongoing and disturbing events surrounding the 
Mayor and I appreciate you reaching out to me. Each day brings a new headline, a new troubling 
allegation followed by the same pattern of denial, deflection and belated admission. 
 
That is why, six months ago, I took a leadership role on this issue by being the first one to speak out 
and ask the Mayor to step aside and address the headlines about his actions honestly, definitively 
and transparently. 
 
From the beginning, two goals have guided my approach: avoiding disruption and refocusing 
attention on the city's agenda, from transit to planning reform to the upcoming 2014 budget debates. 
 
Last week, I spearheaded a petition signed by 30 City Councillors asking the Mayor to step aside and 
address his challenges privately, outside of the public eye. I presented the petition at the beginning of 
last Wednesday's City Council meeting. My aim was to avoid more spectacle and distraction. You can 
see the petition being presented in City Council here: http://bit.ly/1bHl56D. 
 

Unfortunately, the Mayor refused to step out of the spotlight. 
 
Earlier this week, City Council voted overwhelmingly to shift the Mayor's non-statutory duties and 
responsibilities to the Deputy Mayor. 
 
These measures are unprecedented but so is the situation we face. Misleading the city for months, 
hiring old friends with six figure city salaries to coach football, sending his staff on liquor runs and 
other personal errands, erratic public behaviour, failing to show up to city events, deplorable conduct 
in City Council, refusing to cooperate with police and, earlier today, Bloomberg reported that the 
Mayor's actions have driven up Toronto's borrowing costs – the Mayor has lost the ability to push city 
business and our fiscal agenda forward and City Council had to act. 
 
The good news is that the measures passed with overwhelming support from across the city and the 
political spectrum. City Council is working together to shift city business back into the spotlight. It is 
time to put this issue behind us. 
 
On that note, read on for the latest city-wide updates and Ward 25 news, including a new planning 
study of Bayview Avenue and an upcoming traffic infiltration meeting in Don Mills! 
 
Warm regards, 

http://bit.ly/1bHl56D
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Gardiner Expressway Update 
 
The city and Waterfront Toronto are studying options for the future of the eastern section of the 
Gardiner Expressway from Jarvis Street to Logan Avenue.  
 
The options under review are to maintain the expressway as it is and perform annual maintenance; 
keep the expressway, but look for ways to improve it; replace it with a new above or below ground 
expressway; or, remove it and replace it with a new boulevard.  
 
The city is looking for public input on the proposed alternatives and I encourage you to visit 
www.gardinereast.ca/participate-online to get involved!  
 
The issue is expected to come before City Council in 2014 alongside the results of the study.  
 
 

Jaye Robinson 
City Councillor 
Ward 25 – Don Valley West 
 

http://www.gardinereast.ca/participate-online
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Island Airport Update 
 
Thank you to everyone who has written or spoken to me about Porter Airlines' proposal to expand 
service at Billy Bishop Island Airport.  
 
A city staff report on the proposal – looking at its economic and environmental as well as traffic and 
congestion impacts – is well underway. The final report is expected to come before the Executive 
Committee in December and City Council in 2014. 
 
Stay tuned to my website, www.jayerobinson.ca, for the latest updates.  
 
If you have not already, please do not forget to let me know what you think by sending me an email at 
Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca or giving my office a call at 416-395-6408.  
 
 
Port Lands Planning Study – Public Meeting 
 
The city and Waterfront Toronto are conducting four studies on economic development, urban design, 
transportation and infrastructure issues in the Port Lands and the area south of Eastern Avenue.  
 
The first study will focus on developing a planning framework for the Port Lands, building on 
momentum from the Port Lands Acceleration Initiative, which I pushed forward last year at City 
Council and maintains Waterfront Toronto's vision for a green, mixed-use waterfront while saving 
$120 million in infrastructure costs. 
 
In fall 2012, I moved a successful motion asking city staff to explore all of the options to speed up the 
naturalization of the Don River, a key first step to unlocking development in the Port Lands, and I am 
pleased to see the initial planning steps getting underway! 
 
A public consultation meeting is being held on Thursday, November 28 at 6 p.m. in the Riverdale 
Collegiate auditorium (1094 Gerrard St. E). For more information, please visit 
http://www.portlandsconsultation.ca. 
 
 
Eglinton Crosstown Update 
 
Construction on the Eglinton Crosstown is well underway!  
 
Earlier this month, Metrolinx announced it awarded the second tunneling contract to Aecon Dragados 
for work on the eastern portion of the line between Yonge Street and Brentcliffe Road. The company 
will dig approximately 3.25 kilometres of twin tunnels using two boring machines.  
 
The boring machines, named (as is tradition) Don and Humber after the rivers, will begin work after 
the western boring machines, Dennis and Lea, reach Allen Road. This second phase of construction 
is slated to begin later this year! 
 
Currently, Metrolinx is looking for feedback on station and stop design for both the western and 
eastern portions of the Crosstown. I encourage you to visit www.thecrosstown.ca to complete the 
online survey and sign up for email updates! 
 

http://www.jayerobinson.ca/
mailto:Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca
http://www.portlandsconsultation.ca/
http://www.thecrosstown.ca/
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Planning Reform Update 
 
In February 2012, I voted alongside an overwhelming majority of City Councillors to request the 
province to remove Toronto from the Ontario Municipal Board's jurisdiction. 
 
Unfortunately, this decision rests with the province and the province has yet to act on the city's 
request. 
 
Queen's Park recently announced a review of Ontario's land use planning and appeal system. You 
can read more about the review here: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10355.aspx. However, the 
province has made it clear that it is not considering eliminating the OMB. 
 
In that context, if you would like the province to act on City Council's request to remove Toronto from 
the OMB's jurisdiction, I encourage you to write to your local MPP – only the province can remove 
Toronto from the OMB and put planning decisions back into local hands. 
 

 
Marking Remembrance Day with veterans in the Warrior's  

Wing at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre 
Smoke-Free Toronto 
 
Last week City Council voted to expand Toronto's limitation on smoking in public spaces and 
strengthen our approach to second-hand smoke. 
 

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page10355.aspx
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The new limitations will prohibit smoking in public squares, bar and restaurant patios, public building 
entrances and exits as well as hospital grounds. Council also approved a smoking ban on city sports 
fields, public parks and beaches. 
 
Toronto's Chief Medical Officer of Health David McKeown recommended the expanded ban citing 60 
Ontario municipalities with similar bans and widespread public support. 
 
 
Bayview Avenue – Design Guidelines Study Underway! 
 
Many of you have written or spoken to me about development issues on Bayview between Lawrence 
and the 401 and I appreciate your feedback. 
 
Like you, I continue to be concerned about the significant intensification pressure facing this stretch of 
Bayview. 
 
I have already met with the city's Chief Planner, Jennifer Keesmaat, to discuss this issue and in early 
November organized a community meeting to give the neighbourhood an opportunity to speak 
directly to senior city planning staff. 
 
The meeting was productive and a strong majority of the neighbourhood, including Bayview-area 
residents' associations, voted in favour of undertaking a design guidelines study of Bayview between 
Lawrence and the 401. 
 
I am pleased to announce that earlier this week at North York Community Council I moved a 
successful motion directing staff to undertake the study! 
 
According to city staff, design guidelines will help prevent townhouse "creep" onto adjoining side 
streets as well as shape future townhouse proposals by setting out setback, height, landscaping and 
other design details.  
 
City staff expect the study to be underway in early 2014 and community consultations will play an 
integral role. Please let me know if you would like to be included on my distribution list to receive the 
latest updates as we move forward! 
 
 
Midtown In Focus – Update 
 
Midtown In Focus is a city-led project looking at how to improve the public realm in and around Yonge 
and Eglinton, an area facing significant development pressure. 
 
With significant input and guidance from the Midtown Planning Group, a coalition of local residents' 
associations, the aim of the project is to develop a Parks, Open Space and Streetscape Master Plan 
for the area. 
 
I am happy to report that work is well underway and an initial public meeting was held in late 
September. 
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Check out of the project's website, www.midtowninfocus.com, for the latest updates as well as 
information about upcoming public consultations. An online engagement tool is expected to go live on 
the website later this week and I encourage you to get involved! 
 
 
Langbourne, Norden and Tremont-Area Traffic Meeting 
 
Many of you have reached out to me with concerns about speeding and traffic volume as well as 
infiltration during rush hour on Langbourne, Norden, Tremont and surrounding streets. 
 
That is why I have organized a community meeting to discuss these issues and give you an 
opportunity to speak directly to the city's traffic and congestion experts! 
 
The meeting will take place at 6:30 p.m. this Thursday, November 21 at the Overland Learning 
Centre (55 Overland Drive).  
 
All are welcome! 
 
 
Civitan Arena Update 
 
In mid-October, city staff brought forward a report to Government Management Committee identifying 
the northwest corner of York Mills Road and the Don Valley Parkway as the recommended site for an 
arena to replace the Don Mills Civitan Arena. The Science Centre parking lot at the southwest corner 
of Eglinton Avenue East and Don Mills Road was also under consideration. 
 
The Toronto District School Board recently declared surplus a portion of the Don Mills Middle School 
property fronting Lawrence Avenue East, and it has been suggested as a further alternative. 
 
I pushed hard at Government Management Committee for a successful motion that requires city staff 
to schedule a public meeting prior to making any decisions about the replacement site. In my mind, 
we need to hear from Don Mills before moving forward on a location! 
 
The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 5, 2013 at the Don Mills Middle School 
Cafetorium (17 The Donway East). It is an opportunity to speak directly to city staff and to discuss the 
replacement location of the Don Mills Civitan Arena. 
 
Everyone is welcome and I encourage you to attend! 
 
 
Paperbirch Drive and Surrounding Area Toronto Hydro Meeting 
 
Several residents in Don Mills have been experiencing chronic power surges leading to property 
damage. 
 
My office has been working with residents, the Don Mills Residents Inc. and Toronto Hydro on this 
issue. Toronto Hydro is currently conducting an investigation into the cause of the surges. The 
investigation is focused on Tottenham Road, Brookwood Court, Veery Place, Ternhill Crescent, 
Paperbirch Drive, Malabar Place and Banbury Road. 
 

http://www.midtowninfocus.com/
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Next month, I will be holding a community meeting to connect residents directly with Toronto Hydro 
and provide an update on Toronto Hydro's investigation.  
 
If you are affected by the surges and would like to attend the meeting, please send me an email at 
councillor_robinson@toronto.ca or give me a call at 416-395-6408! 
 
 
Bond Park Tennis Lights 
 
I am pleased to report that work will soon be underway to improve the tennis court lighting at Bond 
Park early next year! 
 
City staff have already met with representatives from the tennis club to review the scope of the 
project, hired a consultant and started work on a preliminary design.  
 
Soon, city staff will be reaching out to stakeholders with design updates and to coordinate the 
schedule and impact of construction.  
 
Please visit my website, www.jayerobinson.ca, for updates! 
 
 
Apartment and Condominium Green Bin Rollout 
 
Following a successful pilot program, the city is rolling out the Green Bin program to apartment and 
condo buildings across the city! 
 
The Green Bin program allows residents to put organics, such as fruit, vegetables, paper towels and 
coffee grinds, out for separate collection along with garbage and recycling.  
 
Solid Waste Management staff have been in contact with property managers to begin implementing 
the program. If you live in an apartment or condo building, you should have received an organic bin to 
collect waste for your unit.  
 
If you don't have a bin or if you have questions about the Green Bin program, please call 311 or visit 
the Solid Waste Management website at www.toronto.ca/garbage.  
 

http://www.jayerobinson.ca/
http://www.toronto.ca/garbage
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Speaking at my Tenant Town Hall at Upper Canada Court. Thanks to Nick Sion and  
the Upper Canada Court Tenants' Association for your help organizing the meeting! 

 
Development Updates 
 
If you would like to get involved or receive updates about any of these development applications, 
please do not hesitate to let me know by contacting my office at 416- 395-6408 or by email at 
Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca! 
 
100 Ranleigh Avenue 
 
Following City Council approval in November 2012, the Bedford Park Trustees' development proposal 
for a four storey seniors' residence at 100 Ranleigh Avenue was appealed to the Ontario Municipal 
Board. 
 
The Bedford-Wanless Ratepayers' Association (BWRA), which made the appeal, recently advised my 
office that they addressed their concerns with the applicant and the BWRA's Board unanimously 
voted to withdraw the appeal. 
 
740 and 750 York Mills Road and 17 Farmstead Road 
 
Minto is proposing 240 stacked townhouse units for this large and significant site as well as the 
retention of the three existing rental apartment buildings. 
 
This is a revision of Minto's earlier proposal involving four 15 to 32 storey condominiums. 
 
City planning staff held a community consultation in late October, and I successfully extended the 
notice area for the meeting, resulting in more than 4,000 notices being mailed out to the surrounding 
neighbourhoods. 
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The community consultation was very well attended, and I heard many of my own concerns echoed in 
your comments, including traffic and congestion impacts, loss of greenspace and the appropriateness 
of increased density on this site. 
 
At the consultation, we opted to form a working group of area residents to focus the neighbourhood's 
concerns and amplify its voice. The working group should be underway shortly, and please let me 
know if you would like to receive updates as the process moves forward. 
 
18-30 Erskine Avenue 
 
Pemberton is proposing a 35-storey, 300 unit condominium with 153 parking spaces immediately 
beside John Fisher Public School. 
 
I continue to have significant concerns with this proposal and, following a well attended community 
consultation, I struck a working group of immediate neighbours, John Fisher parents, the Toronto 
District School Board (TDSB) and the Sherwood Park Residents' Association. 
 
The working group's summer meetings were delayed at the request of the TDSB but our second 
meeting took place in mid-September. Pemberton has agreed to revise its proposal and continue 
discussions with both the TDSB and the working group. A third meeting is expected in the coming 
months. 
 
Alaska (Yonge & Strathgowan) 
 
Nearly 200 residents attended city planning's mid-September community consultation meeting about 
this proposal for an 11 storey residential building with 102 condominium units and 28 rental 
replacement units. 
 
Following the community consultation, city planning established a working group of local stakeholders 
led by the Uptown Yonge Neighbourhood Alliance (UYNA), the Sherwood Park Residents' 
Association (SPRA) and the local tenants' association. 
 
The first meeting, which focused on public realm and design issues, took place in mid-October. A 
second meeting is planned for mid-November and will focus on traffic and congestion issues with a 
final meeting to follow in early December. 
 
103 and 108 Bayview Ridge 
 
M. Behar Planning and Design Inc. is proposing 11 townhomes fronting Bayview Avenue and four 
detached houses along Bayview Ridge. 
 
A Preliminary Report came before North York Community Council in October and I extended the 
notice area for city planning's initial community consultation to ensure that all impacted residents are 
given advance written notice of the meeting. 
 
City planning will likely schedule the meeting for early 2014. Please check my website, 
www.jayerobinson.ca, for the latest updates as well as information about the public meeting! 
 
6 Baytree Crescent 
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City Council approved Baytree Estates' proposal for five townhomes on Bayview and one two storey 
detached house off of Baytree in October. 
 
I voted against the proposal. Neighbours on this small cul-de-sac told me loud and clear that this 
application would have a serious impact on Baytree's scale and character as well as Bayview. 
 
While I voted against the proposal, I also passed a series of motions to protect the neighbourhood as 
much as possible. My motions require the developer to continue to meet and work with the 
neighbourhood to discuss traffic and site plan issues. My motions also directed the developer to 
protect a row of significant trees that act as a privacy screen. 
 
888-900 Don Mills and 55 Barber Greene Road 
 
Kwan and Kwan Limited appealed its rezoning application to the Ontario Municipal Board and a 
hearing took place in late October. The rezoning would allow the relocation of an existing on site 
banquet hall, among other things. 
 
Despite the appeal, I passed a series of motions directing the applicant to facilitate a community 
meeting to resolve long standing issues related to the relationship between the commercial plaza and 
the neighbourhood, including traffic issues and noise and light pollution. I also organized a meeting in 
late October to give immediate neighbours an opportunity to have input on the landscaping buffer 
separating the plaza from the community. 
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Events and Public Meetings 
 

 
Jaye presenting a scroll to residents of the Courtyard  

Housing Co-op to mark its 20th anniversary. 
 
If you have a community event you would like me to attend and or spread the word about in my 
newsletter or on my website, please send my office an email at Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca.  
 
Toronto Parent Summit 
 
Date: Thursday, November 21 
Time: 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Location: North York Civic Centre 
 
Come and join other parents and experts from the City as we discuss current issues regarding child 
care in Toronto. Your feedback will help to determine City priorities as we plan future child care and 
family-related programs. There will also be opportunities to find out more about City programs that 
you may not know about. 
 
For more information, www.toronto.ca/parentsummit  
 
Toronto Police Service 33 Division Town Hall Meeting 
 
Date: Thursday November 21 
Time: 6:30-9 p.m. 
Location: St. Timothy Catholic Elementary School 
 

mailto:Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/parentsummit
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33 division is responsible for the Bridle Path-Sunnybrook-York Mills, Banbury-Don Mills and St. 
Andrew-Windfields neighbourhoods in my ward. Come out to learn how Toronto Police work in your 
community and how your input can make a difference.  

 
For more information, www.facebook.com/TPS33  
 
Uptown Yonge Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 
Date: Friday November 22 
Time: 7 p.m.  
Location: St. Clements-Yonge Parkette (14 St. Clements Ave) 
 
Please join me at the Uptown Yonge BIA's 3rd annual Tree Lighting ceremony – an evening of 
sparkling lights, hot chocolate and holiday songs for the family.  
 
For more information, www.facebook.com/events/513335902097342/  
 

 
Jaye with Uptown Yonge BIA Coordinator Daly McCarten at the  

2nd Annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in Ward 25. 
 
Fundraising Brunch and Bake Sale for Victims of Typhoon Haiyan 
 
Date: Saturday, November 23 
Time: 10 a.m.-Noon 
Location: Fairlawn Neighbourhood Centre (28 Fairlawn Avenue) 
 

http://www.facebook.com/TPS33
https://www.facebook.com/events/513335902097342/
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Fairlawn Community Caregivers are holding a brunch and bake sale in support of victims of Typhoon 
Haiyan, which devastated the Philippines on November 7. All proceeds will be donated to Our Lady of 
Assumption Church. 
 
For more information, www.fairlawnneighbourhoodcentre.com/  
 
Global Toy Drive Live 
 
Date: Thursday, November 28 
Time: 5-8 p.m. 
Location: Shops at Don Mills Town Square 
 
Head to the Shops at Don Mills Town Square for the Global Toy Drive Live and Tree lighting. Spread 
the holiday cheer to families in need and support the Toronto Fire Fighters’ Toy Drive. Donate one 
new, unwrapped toy in exchange for a food and drink ticket from on-site vendors. 
 
For more information, www.shopsatdonmills.ca 
 
Lawrence Park Community Church Christmas Market and Concert 
 
Date: Sunday, December 1 
Time:12-4 p.m. 
Location: Lawrence Park Community Church (2180 Bayview) 
 
Browse local artisans for unique Christmas gifts and enjoy delicious homemade treats. The MegaCity 
Chorus performs in concert at 2:30 p.m. singing all your favourite Christmas tunes! 
 
For more information, www.lawrenceparkchurch.ca/ 
 
Toronto Botanical Garden Holiday Open House 
 
Date: Thursday, December 5 
Time: 12-4 p.m.  
Location: Toronto Botanical Garden (777 Lawrence Ave E.) 
 
Head to the Toronto Botanical Garden building for displays, a live wreath auction and holiday cheer! 
 
For more information, www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/  
 
Yonge Lawrence Village BIA Holiday Cheer 
 
Date: Saturday, December 7, 14, 21 
Time: 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Location: Yonge St. 
 
Join the Village Carolers and Santa and shop locally on Yonge north of Lawrence. There will be treats 
for the kids who find Santa! 
 
 

http://www.fairlawnneighbourhoodcentre.com/
http://www.shopsatdonmills.ca/
http://www.lawrenceparkchurch.ca/
http://www.torontobotanicalgarden.ca/
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Please be sure to visit me online at www.jayerobinson.ca for the latest updates on city-wide and 
Ward 25 issues. Do not hesitate to contact me with any other questions, concerns or upcoming 

events or initiatives at Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca or 416-395-6408. 
 

www.jayerobinson.ca 
 

     
City Vision, Community Voice 

http://www.jayerobinson.ca/
mailto:Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca
http://www.jayerobinson.ca/

