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Please visit www.jayerobinson.ca 
 

 
 
Dear Friends, Neighbours and Residents, 

As you likely heard, Mayor Ford won his appeal and will remain in office. Many of you spoke or 
wrote to me about the issue, and I appreciated your feedback and concerns. I'm glad that this is 
behind us, and I look forward to working with the entire Council on the issues and priorities that 
matter to Ward 25. 

The 2013 budget is also behind us, and I am happy to report that Toronto is one step closer to fiscal 
sustainability! 

2013 marks the first year since amalgamation that the City did not rely on last year's surplus to 
balance its $9.4 billion operating budget. Revenue increases and $234 million in cost reductions – 
from service efficiencies to reduced labour costs – helped balance the budget. 

On the capital side, Toronto's $15.21 billion 2013-2022 capital budget represents a significant 
increase over last year's $14.8 billion allocation, largely due to increased investments in the TTC and 
roads. However, I'm pleased to report that the increase was addressed by non-debt funding 
strategies, including the allocation of operating budget surpluses to capital, the monetization of City 
assets and maximizing development charge revenues. 

Please read on for highlights from the 2013 budget as well as development news, an update on the 
casino proposal and upcoming events, including my MPAC Information Night on February 27th! 

As always, do not hesitate to contact me or my staff by phone at (416) 395-6408 or by email at 
Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca if we can be of assistance. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jaye Robinson 
City Councillor 
Ward 25 – Don Valley West 

January 2013 
E-Newsletter 

http://www.jayerobinson.ca/
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1. Councillor Robinson's New Appointments! 
 
Committee appointments were shuffled in late-2012, and I am happy to report that I was appointed 
to chair the Community Development and Recreation Committee. A wide array of City services 
report to the Committee, from Emergency Services to Children's Services to recreation centres and 
programs, and I look forward to the new challenge – especially as a first term Councillor! 
 
I am also excited about my appointment to the Waterfront Toronto Board. I've worked hard on the 
waterfront file over the past two years, and the Board position will give me – and Ward 25 – a first-
hand perspective on this great city-building project. 
 
I will also continue my membership on the Executive Committee, the Civic Appointments 
Committee, North York Community Council and the Toronto Public Library Board. 
 

 
 

2. 2013 Budget Highlights 
 
The big picture take on Toronto's 2013 budget is that the City is one step closer to fiscal 
sustainability.  
 
Thanks to $234 million in cost reductions, the City's $9.4 billion 2013 operating budget is only 
slightly increased over 2014 and – for the first time since amalgamation – is balanced without 
relying on the prior year's surplus! 
 
Significant investments in the TTC and road infrastructure boosted the 2013-2022 capital budget to 
$15.21 billion over 2012's $14.8 billion. However, the increase will be met by non-debt funding 
strategies, including the allocation of surplus funds and proceeds from asset monetization (such as 
the City's proceeds from Enwave) to capital. 
 
If Toronto continues in this direction, the City is on course to reduce its debt load by more than 
$800 million over the next ten years! 
 
The 2013 budget also includes great news for important City programs and services. 
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The Hardship Fund, which provides emergency medical support to 1,500 low income seniors, is 
included in the 2013 budget. After significant work to retain the Fund over the last two years, I am 
happy to see it back on solid ground! 
 
Ward 25's Toronto Botanical Garden received a one-time cash infusion of $75,000 to help overcome 
immediate financial stresses. Council also directed the TBG to work with Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation staff to develop a sustainable operating plan by Summer 2013. Some great revenue 
generating tools are already being explored, from expanded café operations to advanced parking 
metres that will allow visitors to make on-the-spot donations. 
 
Council also provided funds to complete an Environmental Assessment of the Gardiner Expressway, 
which was halted in 2010. The EA will explore options for the section of the elevated highway lying 
east of Jarvis Street. 
 
2013 will be a great year for arts and culture. After a long court-related delay, revenue from the 
City's Billboard Tax will begin flowing to the arts sector. The Billboard Tax was challenged in court 
and, during the litigation, the City deposited roughly $22.5 million in Billboard Tax revenue into a 
reserve fund. Now that the litigation is complete, Council directed $6 million in Billboard Tax 
revenue to arts and culture in 2013 and asked Economic Development and Culture to develop a 
four-year implementation plan for the remaining funds with an eye on boosting arts spending to 
$25 per capita. 
 
Toronto's Student Nutrition Program, which provides healthy meals and snacks to underprivileged 
youth, received a one-time increase of $1.163 million. I worked with Council colleagues to request 
the Medical Officer of Health to "undertake aggressive fundraising efforts with the private sector" 
in search of corporate sponsorships and alternate sources of revenue. 
 

 
 

3. Councillor Robinson – Out and About! 
 

 
 

 

Councillor Robinson 
with the 166th Toronto 

Girl Guides speaking 
about City services and 
the importance of civic 
engagement in Ward 

25! 
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4. Development Updates 
 
88 Erskine Avenue (73-79 Keewatin Avenue) 
The Ontario Municipal Board recently completed a week-long hearing on Veridoc Developments' 
proposal for an eight storey, 80 unit rental apartment building. A decision is expected in late Winter 
2013. 
 
286 Lawrence Avenue East (Toronto French School) 
Toronto French School submitted an application for a zoning by-law amendment to allow the use of 
286 Lawrence Avenue East as a day nursery. A public consultation meeting took place in early 
November, and we formed a working group of residents to begin tackling TFS-related traffic issues. 
The working group will be meeting in early March.  
 
740 and 750 York Mills Road and 17 Farmstead Road 
Minto Group is proposing four new condominium buildings and the retention of the three existing 
buildings on site. The City has not received a formal application from the developer. 
 

Councillor Robinson as Chair of the 
Community Development and 

Recreation Committee and fellow 
Councillors Nunziata and DiGiorgio 
breaking ground at the new York 

Community Centre! 

Councillor Robinson "breaking bread" 
at the newly opened Panera Bread 

Bakery and Café at the Shops at Don 
Mills! 
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18-30 Erskine Avenue 
Erskine Park Holdings Inc. is proposing a 35 storey, 300 unit condominium with 153 parking spaces. 
At January's North York Community Council meeting, I moved to extend the notice area of the 
initial community consultation meeting beyond the statutory minimum to include a larger portion of 
the neighbourhood. 
 
1860 Bayview Avenue 
Trinity Development Group bought this property in September 2012 and may be seeking minor 
variances to the project previously approved at the Ontario Municipal Board. Trinity is currently in 
discussions with local residents and ratepayer associations. 
 
4155 Yonge Street 
IRE-Yonge Developers is proposing a 12 storey, 172 unit condominium with retail at grade and 161 
underground parking spots. IRE-Yonge appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board and a hearing date 
has been set for early 2013. 
 
184, 186 and 190 York Mills Road 
The Ontario Municipal Board completed a hearing in December 2012 on a proposal to sever four 
existing lots to create an additional lot and to construct five detached two storey homes. A decision 
is expected shortly. 
 
6 Baytree Crescent 
Baytree Estates is proposing five three storey town homes fronting Bayview Avenue and one two 
storey detached house off of Baytree Crescent. A community meeting was held in early September 
2012 and Planning staff are working with the applicant to take the neighbourhood's feedback into 
account, including concerns related to increased traffic, density and inadequate green space. 
 

 
 

5. Casino Proposal – Update 
 
Many of you have written or spoken to me about the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation's 
proposal to build a casino in Toronto – your feedback was heard and appreciated.  
 
Public consultations wrapped up on January 25th, and the results will be provided to the Executive 
Committee for consideration in late March 2013. 
 
If you haven't already, please send me your perspective on this controversial issue. As always, my 
decision-making process will rest heavily on what I've heard from Ward 25.   
 

 
 

6. Need help? Need answers? Call 311/211! 
 
311 – www.toronto.ca/311 
 
311 is your first stop for local neighbourhood and City related issues, from missed garbage pickup to 
potholes, to animal service issues. Call 311 and the City staff will assist you 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.  
 

http://www.toronto.ca/311
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City staff log your request and give you a tracking number, which you can use to follow up with 
City staff to ensure that your request is expedited and completed! 
 

 
211 – www.211Toronto.ca. 
 
211 provides Torontonians with public access to social service information in one easy step.  
 
The 211 Information and Referral line is FREE, confidential and answered by live specialists, 24/7. 
You can even get help in your own language. From the location of the nearest community legal 
clinic to issues concerning health or access to housing, 211 is the place to call. 
 
* Always call 911 in case of an emergency. 911 connects you to EMS, Police and/or Fire in an 
emergency situation and service is provided in all languages. 
 

 
 

7. Toronto Botanical Garden – Donate Today! 
 
Toronto Botanical Garden – Hearts and Flowers Campaign 
 
The Toronto Botanical Garden continues its Hearts and Flowers fundraising campaign! If you would 
like to support Ward 25's horticultural gem, please visit: 
http://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/heart/campaign-goal/campaign-reaches-70k/ 
 
Donate today – every little bit helps! 
 

 
 

8. Upcoming Events & Public Consultations 
 
All Politicians Town Hall – 2013! 
 
The Don Valley West All Politicians Town Hall is being held this February! Be sure to come by and 
join in on the discussion with my fellow Federal and Provincial counterparts. 
 
Date: Thursday, February 7, 2013 
Time: 7pm 
Location: Toronto Botanical Garden, Garden Hall, 777 Lawrence Avenue East 
 

 
 
Councillor Robinson's MPAC Information Night – All Are Welcome! 
 
Join me and staff from the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation for a public information 
night on property assessment issues, from the relationship between assessment and municipal 
taxation to the residential assessment process. 
 
Date: Wednesday, February 27, 2013 
Time: 6:30pm 
Location: Banbury Community Centre, 120 Banbury Road 

http://www.211toronto.ca/
http://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/heart/campaign-goal/campaign-reaches-70k/
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Toronto Transit Revenue Tools Consultations 
 
City Planning is holding public consultation on how to pay for transit infrastructure and expansion in 
Toronto. A number of different revenue tools will be up for discussion as well as broader questions 
related to transportation planning and priorities. Come out and have your say! 
 

 February 11 – North York Civic Centre Members' Lounge, 4:00pm-6:30pm and 6:30pm-
9:00pm 

 February 13 – City Hall Rotunda, 4:00pm-6:30pm and 6:30pm-9:00pm 
 
Please visit www.feelingcongested.ca for more information. 
 

 
 
Metrolinx - Regional Transit Public Consultations 
 
The Big Move is Metrolinx’s plan to rebuild transportation in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area.  
 
The first phase of Big Move projects is well underway and $34 billion of local and regional transit 
projects are proposed for the next phase of development. There’s a lot on the go and a lot to 
discuss. 
 
Metrolinx is hosting a Big Conversation about its plan to get the region moving. It’s a good 
opportunity to learn about and discuss current and future transportation projects. 
 
Join a Public Roundtable Meeting! 
 
•    February 5 – North York: North York Central Library, Auditorium, 6-8pm  
•    February 9 – Toronto: Metro Hall, Room 308, 1-3pm   
 
Registration is optional. If you would like to register or you have any questions, call 1-888-480-2546. 
All meetings are close to public transit. Parking will also be available. 
 

 

 

Official Plan Review – Employment Lands – Open House! 
 
City staff has developed new draft Official Plan policies for employment lands which were presented 
to the Planning and Growth Management Committee and Council meetings on November 8, 2012 
and November 27, 28 and 29, 2012 respectively.  
 
As reflected in the recommendations adopted by Council, City Planning staff have commenced 
consultations on the draft policies and have scheduled four Open Houses to present and discuss 
the draft employment lands policies and designations, as well as preliminary assessments of 
conversion requests.  
 
 

http://www.feelingcongested.ca/
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The Open Houses will take place as follows: 
  

 Tuesday, February 19, 2013, North York Civic Centre, 5100 Yonge St, Members Lounge 
 
Afternoon open house 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm, presentation and facilitated discussion at 3:30 pm. 
Evening open house 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm, presentation and facilitated discussion at 7:00 pm. 
 

 Wednesday, February 27, 2013, City Hall, Council Chambers and Members Lounge, 100 
Queen Street West. 

 
Open house 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm, presentation and question and answer period at 7:00 pm. 
Rogers TV.com will LIVE stream this session where you can tweet in your comments and questions. 
Bookmark RogersTV webpage for this public meeting: www.rogerstv.com/OurCity 
  
For more information on the employment lands review and our public consultation to date please 
visit the website at: http://toronto.ca/opreview/employment 
 

 
 
Public Appointments – Build Toronto Board of Directors 
 
The City of Toronto invites you to contribute your knowledge, skills and experience to the City by 
serving on the Board of Directors of Build Toronto Inc. 

 
The 13-member Board of Directors of Build Toronto requires seven citizen members. 

 
To apply and be considered for one of these positions and for further information concerning the 
appointments process and to get a copy of the application form, please visit the City of Toronto’s 
website at http://www.toronto.ca/public-appointments/. 
 
Please submit your completed application by one of the following: 

• EMAIL (preferred) to buildtoronto@nafor.com 

• Fax applications to 416-531-3130 

• Mail or in person to: NAFOR Inc., 5700-100 King St. W., Toronto, ON M5X 1C7 
 
Applications must be received by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, February 11, 2013. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the recruitment, please contact Joe Borowiec at 
jborowie@toronto.ca. 
 

 
 
Skating Oval at the Shops @ Don Mills is now OPEN!  
 

 
 

http://www.rogerstv.com/OurCity
http://toronto.ca/opreview/employment
http://www.toronto.ca/public-appointments/
mailto:buildtoronto@nafor.com
mailto:jborowie@toronto.ca
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The Skating Oval is open during the same hours that the Shops at Don Mills’ stores are open. 
 
Monday to Friday: 10:00am to 9:00pm 
Saturday: 9:30am to 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11:00am to 6:00pm 
 
The Skating Oval hours are dependent on the weather and may be closed due to rain or warm 
weather. Please check the general voice mail line at 416-447-6087, and dial “0″ for updates. 

 
 
PanAm Games – Mascot Contest! 
 
TO2015 invites children 16 and under for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to design the mascot 
for the TORONTO 2015 Pan Am and Parapan Am Games. 
 
Click HERE for more details! Group submissions will be accepted until March 8, 2013. 

 

Winterlicious 2013! 
 

 
 
Winterlicious 2013 is Toronto’s biggest winter culinary celebration to date. Discover unique culinary 
events and 191 exciting local restaurants offering prix fixe menus. 
 

 
 
Prices listed are per person. Beverages, taxes and gratuity are additional. Lunch and dinner menus 
include starter, entrée and dessert. Some restrictions apply. 

 

Live Green Awards! 
 
Help find Toronto’s greenest youth, individual, group, small business or corporation! 
 
Enter and vote for your favorites! Nominations close March 3rd! 
 
www.livegreentoronto.ca 

 

http://www.toronto2015.org/lang/en/viva-toronto/mascot.html
http://wx.toronto.ca/inter/se/restaurants.nsf/CulinaryEvents?Openform
http://wx.toronto.ca/inter/se/restaurants.nsf/CulinaryEvents?Openform
http://wx.toronto.ca/inter/se/restaurants.nsf/Winterlicious?OpenForm
http://www.livegreentoronto.ca/
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Black History Month at the Toronto Public Library 
  
Join the Toronto Public Library as it celebrates Black History Month this February with readings, 
music and other programs across the city. 
 
Highlights include: An evening with singer and songwriter Dan Hill in conversation with Joe Sealy; 
authors Bryan Prince and curator Shannon Prince share the story of Isaac Brown; pianist Mboya 
Nicholson on the history of jazz. 
 
Full Listing of Events 
 
Black History Month Reading List 

 
 

Please be sure to visit me online or let me know of any events or initiatives that you or your 
organizations are planning by contacting me at Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca or 416-395-6408. 

 
www.jayerobinson.ca 

 

     
 

City Vision, Community Voice 
 

http://notifications.torontopubliclibrary.ca/c/443/7e018cb3231efc8b5fa76233380d3d379eb45df431423d32d292e2c8c459c67b
http://notifications.torontopubliclibrary.ca/c/443/7e018cb3231efc8b5fa76233380d3d37f14cd896fbfec69ee75e2415143e4131
mailto:Councillor_Robinson@toronto.ca
http://www.jayerobinson.ca/

