
 

 

 

PUBLIC FORUM WEDNESDAY 

NOVEMBER 9th 2011 

Toronto City Hall Council Chambers 7-9pm 

Free and open to the public 

Registration: www.citiescentre.utoronto.ca 

 

 

MOBILITY SYMPOSIUM THURSDAY 

NOVEMBER 10th 2011 

Artscape Wychwood Barns 8am-5pm 

Free, Registration required, last day to 

register is Nov 8 

Registration: www.citiescentre.utoronto.ca 

 

A free public gathering of transportation experts, activists, politicians and citizens to kick-start a 

campaign for transportation solutions for the greater Toronto and Hamilton area. 

 Traffic congestion in the Toronto region s at a crisis point, that it costs $6 billion a year in 

lost productivity, and that it holds the region back from being the most liveable city in the 

world.  

 The GTA suffers from a decades-old transit deficit and among the worst commute times 

in North America yet is the only OECD city without effective policies (including road 

pricing) to tackle the problem.  

 

Many solutions already exist to reverse this trend. The Big Move offers the Greater Toronto and 

Hamilton Area a long-term transportation plan.  Business and civic leaders have proposed a 

number of options to fund this plan and ensure that it moves forward.  These, together with 

complimentary measures to design better cities and practical commuting choices, would 

improve the situation for drivers, transit users and active commuters alike. 

 

 

With a long term transit plan at our finger tips, there is an urgent need to ‘de-politicize’ and build 

support for this plan so that the Big Move is fully implemented and adequately funded, and able 

to endure time and successive governments. 

 

Now is the time for a non-partisan, evidence-based, wide-ranging and inclusive discussion of 

transportation needs and options in the GTA. We have an opportunity to engage diverse actors 

within our community in order to build momentum and support towards creating the efficient, 

equitable and sustainable transportation system that people need and deserve.  



 

 

 

To kick-start this discussion we are holding a two-day forum “Toronto Talks Mobility” to present 

and discuss needs, options and living examples for transportation solutions in the GTA.  The 

goal is to engage a broader group of citizens and stakeholders and put new solutions on the 

table that Torontonians can support and leaders can champion.  

To be clear, this event is not about re-hashing the “Transit City” vs. subway debate. Rather, 

“Toronto Talks Mobility” will examine what we do next as a region to build on progress made to 

date (including the Big Move) and how we can ensure long-term success.  Ultimately, the event 

aims to kick-start a campaign to bring a broader civic voice to our transportation future. 

The primary objectives of this two-day event include: 

 Engaging a wide range of stakeholders in the discussion. 

 Providing a factual basis and true life examples for a non-partisan discussion of options 
for improving Toronto’s transportation system (not just transit). 

 Developing an action plan for transportation progress in Toronto  

Wednesday night will bring the public and guest mayors together to talk about transportation 
visions for Canadian cities with inspiring mobility experts George Hazel and Bob Stanley.  We 
expect public participation to hit capacity and over-flow rooms and the rotunda at City Hall have 
been booked and the event will be aired on Rogers TV and live streaming. 
 
Thursday morning will present the case for action with the state of mobility in Toronto and the 
need to implement funding solutions.  In the afternoon panelists in the “success story” session 
will share successes that inspire and encourage the participants to want to take similar action 
here in Toronto.  The final part of the day will allow participants to gather in topic areas to 
develop plans for action and share with the group. 

 

7:00 – 9:00pm @ Toronto City Hall Council Chambers (overflow in Rotunda) 
 
Moderator   Christopher Hume, Toronto Star columnist 
 
Speakers George Hazel, Chairman, MRC McLean Hazel and author of Making 

Cities Work 
Bob Stanley, Mobility Management and Urban Planning / Transit Expert 

 
Respondents  Naheed Nenshi, Mayor of Calgary     (via Skype) 
   Jeff Lehman, Mayor of Barrie 
  



 

 

 

8:00am – 5:00pm @ Artscape Wychwood Barns 

 
8:00 - 8:50  Registration 
8:50 - 9:00  Welcome    

Rob Prichard, Chair, Metrolinx 
9:00 - 9:20 Case for Action   

Eric Miller, Director, Cities Centre 
9:20 - 10:10  Keynote    

Ken Greenberg, Greenberg Consultants Inc. 
& Respondent   

Paul Bedford, Associate Professor, U of T 
 
10:30 – 11:50 Mobility and Money  
 

Moderator: Olivia Chow, Federal Member of Parliament for Trinity-
Spadina 
Carol Wilding, CEO, Toronto Board of Trade 
Michael Roschlau, President and CEO, CUTA  
John Howe, Vice President, Investment Strategy & Project Evaluation 
Metrolinx  

 
11:50 - 1:00 Lunch  

Karen Stintz, Chair, TTC 
   
1:00 - 2:30 Mobility Success Stories   
 

Moderator: Joe Mihevc, Toronto Councillor, Ward 21 
Bob Paddon, VP of Customer and Public Engagement, Translink and 
First Vice Chair of CUTA  
Neil McKendrick, Manager of Transit Planning, City of Calgary 
Gil Penalosa, Executive Director, 8-80 Cities 

 
2:30 – 4:00 Mobility Action – Group Breakout Session   

 

Introduction: Linda Weichel, VP Partnerships and leader of Greening 

Greater Toronto CivicAction 

Moderators: Cherise Burda, Transportation Policy Director, the Pembina 

Institute and Dave Meslin, Community Choreographer 

 

4:00 – 4:45 Mobility Action – Conversation Cafe 

1. Getting the transit Toronto wants and needs:  

Jamie Kirkpatrick, TTC Riders 

2. Reclaiming the Streets for people and bikes:  



 

 

 

Andrea Garcia, Director of Advocacy & Operations, Toronto 

Cyclist Union  

3. Paying for transit and reducing congestion, what options do 

Torontonians want:  

Martin Collier, Transport Futures 

4. Federal Role in transit funding:  

Olivia Chow, Federal Member of Parliament for Trinity-

Spadina 

 
4:45 – 5:00    Taking the Action to Toronto - right here right now! 
   

Feedback on Mobility Action session and closing remarks by Dave Meslin, 
Cherise Burda and Eric Miller 
 
 

 


